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castle Medical Association, or from Dr. Cox, Gateshead,
Honorary Secretary, North of, England. Branch,, British
Medical Association.

PREVENTION OF CONSUMPTION.
VOLUNTARY NOTIFICATION IN BIRMINGHAM.

THE Health Committee of the Birmingham City Council. has
decided to recommend the Corporation to adopt a system of
voluntary -notification of phthisis. For a considerable time
placards have been attached to the street lamp-posts and
placed onr the trams and other public conveyances, pointing
out the danger of expectorating in public places; but beyond
this very little has been done in the city to combat the
malady. The new proposals are that medical men should
voluntarily report to the health authorities any cases of
phthisis which come under their professional notice, pro-
vided the patients have no objection. If this recommenda-
.tion of the Health Committee should be accepted the usual
fee of hal.f-a-crown for each notification would be paid to the
medical practitioner. It is probable that in this way the
health authorities would be informed of many of the bad cases
of phthisis which develop in the lower quarters of the city
and which are so largely responsible for disseminating the
disease., It is estimated that there are betweeen 3,ooo and
4,000 cases of phthisis in the city, many of which, if they had,
been taken in hand in the early stages of the disease, might
have been considerably benefited or even permanently cured;
.at any rate, they might have been so treated and instructed
.as not to be. such a large source of danger to other people.
The voluntary notification of phthisis will cause the public
generally. to become better educated as to the conditions
which favour the spread of the disease, and, by letting them
.see how earnestly medica'l men are working to check its pro-
gress, may be expected to make them understand how im-
portant are the precautions which are being taken.

MEDICAL NEWS,
THE Gaskell Park, St. HTelens. presented by Surgeon-T ieu-

tenant-Colonel Gaskell, V.D., J.P., was opened by him on
June 23rd, in the presence of the Mayor and Corporation.
PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.-We are asked to men-

tion that members of the Pathological Society of London who
propose to visit the farm of the Lister Institute, Queensberry
Lodge, Elstree, this day (Saturday). should travel by the train
which leaves St. Pancras at '.50 ; they can return by the train
leaving Elstree Station at 6.23, and reaching St. Pancras at
7 p.m.
THE first annual meeting of the supporters of the Queen

Alexandra Sanatorium, Davos, Switzerland, established to
secure sanatorium treatment in an alpine climate for English-
speaking people suffering from curable forms of pulmonary
disease unable to bear the entire expense of treatment was
held on June 29th at II, Chandos Street, W., under the chair-
manship of Lord Balfour of Burleigh. A site of about 5 acres,
300 ft. above the level of Davos sheltered from north and east
has been secured, and funds are required for the erection of a
building at a cost which it is hoped will not exceed 3°oo a
bed, a separate room being provLded for each patient. The
Treasurer, Dr. Theodore Williams, said that the sum so far
received was about £6,40o, and that the site had cost about
£6,ooo. Further contributions were therefore urgently needed.
THEE Congress of the Royal Institute of Public Health will be

opened at k'olkestone on Thursday, July 2Ist, at iI a.m., when
the President, the Earl of Radnor, will deliver an inaugural
address. Some of the sections will begin work on the same
afternoon at 2 p.m. In the Section of Tropical Medicine Pro-
fessor W. J. Simpson will deliver an address on preventive
work in tropical medicine, the President of the Section of,
Comparative Pathology, Bacteriology, and Chemistry, Dr. E.
Klein, will give an address on Friday on the aim and scope of
bacteriological analyses of water and shellfish with reference
to sewage pollution. A report of a committee. appointed to
inquire into the standardization of methods of bacteriological
analyses of water will be presented by Professor R. T. Hewlett,
and a discussion will take place on sewage and sewage dis-
posal. - On Monday, July 25th, a discussion will take place on
the collection and transit of milk from the bacteriological
point of yiew the Women's Section, under the Presidency
.91 the Countess of Radnor, will meet on Friday, July 22nd, and

Monday, July 25th. Among the subjects to be discussed on
Friday, is infant life protection, and on Monday the State
registration of.nurses.
POST-GRADUATE COLLEGE, WEST LONDON HoSPITAL.-What

may be described as the festival of the Post-Graduate College,
West London Hospital, took place at the end of last week.
On Friday evening Professor von Mikulicz delivered an
address on the immunization of wounds, a short account of
which is published at page 24, and subsequently a conver-
sazione was held. On the following evening the annual dinner
was held at the Trocadero Restaurant, under the chairman-
ship of Dr. J. Barry Ball. The dinner was well attended,
the number of guests amounting to over 122. After the
usual loyal toasts Dr. E. A. Saunders proposed " The
Imperial Forces." He mentioned that the toast had a
peculiar interest on that occasion on account of the
large number of officers in the navy and army who
attended the post - graduate courses at the West
London Hospital. He stated that out of 120 gentlemen who
had recently been at the Post-Graduate College more than
half belonged to the navy. The toast was responded to by
Fleet Surgeon Welch and by Lieutenant-Colonel E. M.
Wilson. The Chairman then proposed the toast of "The
West London Hospital and the Post-Graduate College," and
in the course of his speech* referred to the progress that
had been made by the College during the past .year.
During 1903 the number of those entering was 250,
as compared with 150 the year before. He also observed
that the establishment of the Pathological Laboratory
was a further step in the advances made by the insti-
tution. Mr. L. A. Bidwell, the Dean of the College, in
reply to this toast, stated that the particular direction in
which the College had developed during the past year was in
the rearrangement of the school so as to provide small classes
on special subjects. He was convinced that what was
required in post-graduate teaching was attendance on the
ordinary hospital practice combined with steady work in
small classes of not more than six or eight men devoted
to various special subjects. Dr. Nolan a]Fo responded to
this toast, and was followed by Mr. C. B. Keetley, who
in his usual witty and humorous manner gave the toast of
" The Visitors." Professor von Mikulicz replied to this
toast, and was received in the most enthusiastic manner. In
a short speech he conveyed his appreciation of the very
hearty, reception accorded to him, and in a few well-chosen
words thanked the members of the West London Hospital
and Post-Graduate College for their courtesy and hospitality.
Mr. H. Percy Dunn discharged the pleasant task of sub-
mitting the health of the Chairman, and after this had
received a suitable acknowledgement the proceedings termi-
nated.
MEDICAL SICKNESS AND ACCIDENT SOCIETY.-The usual

monthly meeting of the Executive Committee of the Medical
Sickness, Annuity and Life Assurance Society was held on
June 24th, at 429, Strand, London, W.C., Dr. de Havilland
Hall in the chair. The Committee examined the usual state-
ment of accounts and the claims. In the annuity and life
assurance branches no new risks have been taken for
many. years, and until recently very few claims had been
received in respect of contracts of this description. Butmany
of those who in the early days of the Society secured these
benefits are now reaching the age at which they can realize
them, and for some time to comne the disbursements under
these headings must be expected to increase. By far the
greater part of the payments made consist of sickness benefits,
and the amount annually disbursed in this way has steadily
grown until, in the current twelve months, it is estimated to
exceed fio,ooo. Not only have the claims grown in number
and amount. but many questions now arise in connexion
with them which were unknown twenty years ago. In par-
ticular the increase of facilities for foreign travel has greatly
added to the natural tendency of men in weak health to try
the effect of a short tour abroad in a more congenial climate,
and the Committee considers it necessary to use considerable
discrimination in deciding how far they can allow sickness
pay under such circumstances. Several of the members
whose state of health precluded all hopes ever of resuming
work have died during the early months of this year, but
there is reason to fear ttiat their places have been filled up by
others who have become permanently incapacitated, and that
the "chronic" list must still be expected to grow. Pro-
spectuses and all information on application to Mr. F.
Addiscott, Secretary Medical Sickness and Accident Society,
33, Chancery Lane, London, W.C.


